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TO:
Future Problem Solving Coach

FROM:
Massachusetts Future Problem Solving Program

RE:
2010-11 Global Issues Problem Solving - Team
Future Problem Solving Program International (FPSPI) provides the tools and strategies students need to face the challenges of today and the future. FPSPI is the perfect vehicle to encourage and develop the thinking skills necessary for success in the 21st Century. FPSPI teaches students to think critically, creatively, and futuristically. 

FPSPI’s six-step model addresses the 21st Century Skills and is aligned with both the National Curriculum Standards and the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) Standards. Global Issues Problem Solving provides opportunities for students to meet and exceed these standards as they refine critical and creative thinking skills, focus on one problem area to solve, produce solution ideas, generate criteria to evaluate solution ideas, and develop an action plan to resolve their specific problem. Four member teams research and investigate three to five topics in three category areas: Science/Technology, Social/Political and Business/Economics.
Global Issues Problem Solving begins with an imagined future, the future scene, based on a specific topic.  After researching the topic and analyzing the future scene, students apply the six-step FPS model:


Step 1:
Identify Challenges 


Step 2:
Select an Underlying Problem


Step 3:
Produce Solution Ideas 


Step 4:
Generate and Select Criteria (to apply to solution ideas)


Step 5:
Apply Criteria (to solution ideas)


Step 6:
Develop an Action Plan

In the team component, students work in a group of four and compete in divisions based on grade level: junior division – grades 4-6, middle division – grades 7-9, senior division – grades 10-12.

Teams complete at least three booklets during the academic year. Each booklet (problem) is completed and sent to the FPSPI affiliate program office for evaluation. The evaluations provide excellent feedback on the strengths of each team, as well as areas for improvement. Teams with the best performance at the Qualifying Problem compete at the Affiliate Bowl; the top teams at the Affiliate Bowl/Final are invited to compete in the 2011 Future Problem Solving Program International Conference June 9-12 at University of Wisconsin at La Crosse hosted by Minnesota FPSP.
Topics for the 2010-11 year:


Practice Problem 1
Healthy Living

Practice Problem 2
Air Transport

Qualifying Problem
Genetic Testing

Affiliate Final
Water Quality

International Conference
Emergency Planning


The registration fee for the 2010-11 Future Problem Solving Program Global Issues team component is $160.00. Each registered team receives future scenes for the practice problems, suggested references for each topic, master booklet pages, Key Tips, and Evaluation Guidelines. . Additionally, each registered team receives evaluation for each booklet submitted and consultant assistance as needed during the business day. A 2010-11 team registration form is available online at www.massfps.org. We look forward to your participation!
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