Scenario Writing Competition  

Massachusetts Future Problem Solving Program
    


To:
Scenario Writing Coach

From:
Massachusetts Future Problem Solving Program

Re:
2010-11 Scenario Writing 

Future Problem Solving Program International (FPSPI) provides the tools and strategies students need to face the challenges of today and the future. FPSPI is the perfect vehicle to encourage and develop the thinking skills necessary for success in the 21st Century. FPSPI teaches students to think critically, creatively, and futuristically. 

FPSPI’s six-step model addresses the 21st Century Skills and is aligned with both the National Curriculum Standards and the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) Standards. The scenario writing component provides opportunities for students to meet and exceed these standards by encouraging students to develop and refine their creative writing skills. Scenario writing allows an individual to create a futuristic story based on one of the FPS topics in three category areas: Science/Technology, Social/Political and Business/Economics.

Scenario writing strives to help students enlarge, enrich, and make more accurate those images of the future. Scenario writing personalizes a student’s ever-growing perspective of the future.

An FPSP scenario is a story in which one possible outcome of the future is developed through character(s) and plot. It is a prediction of the future and is written as though the future were the present.

To participate in the competitive portion of the program, a scenario writer follows standard guidelines:

· Each scenario must be set at least 20 years in the future with evident futuristic thinking.  
· Each scenario must have a recognizable relationship to one of the current year’s FPSPI topics (Healthy Living, Air Transport, Genetic Testing, Water Quality and Emergency Planning).  
· Scenarios must not exceed 1,500 words (See rules).  
· The title must be on the first page of the scenario and the scenario must be typed, double-spaced, 12   point font, Times New Roman or Arial (See rules).  
Scenario writing serves as an excellent complement for a student participating in team problem solv​ing and can serve as an extension of work on any of the topics.  Scenario writing also appeals to students not drawn to the more team-oriented focus of FPS. Scenario writing can be used as a stand-alone activity by an FPS coach, a writing teacher, or any individual interested in creative writing. Scenario writing is an excellent option for student portfolios. 

Component Structure

Students through grade 12 may participate in the scenario writing component. The junior division includes students in grades 4-6; the middle division, grades 7-9; and the senior division, grades 10-12. 

A registration fee entitles a student to submit one scenario in the competitive round of the scenario writing competition. While an individual student may submit only one scenario, there is no limit to the number of scenarios a coach may register.

Each printed/typed, double-spaced scenario must be accompanied by the following:

· A cover sheet specifying the author’s name, title of the scenario, and topic upon which the scenario is based;

· Author’s division (junior, middle or senior); 

· Identification of the word processing program (only Microsoft Word or .txt format is allowed) and number of words in the scenario (exact count); 

· Coach’s name, school name, address, and phone number, and e-mail address; 

· The scenario writer’s signed statement of authenticity.

The original plus one copy, must be mailed first class by the postmark deadline.

The Scenario Writing Guide includes the following: an in-depth explanation of scenario writing; chapters on preparing to write a scenario, writing a scenario, and the mechanics of a scenario; feedback and evaluation information; activities relating to scenario writing; and numerous examples from student scenarios. 

Important Dates

The submission deadline for scenarios in the competitive round is ___January 20, 2011_____________

All student entries in the scenario writing component must be submitted to the appropriate address by that date.

The first place student in each division is invited to the FPSPI 2011 International Conference June 9 – June 12 at The University of Wisconsin at La Crosse, hosted by Minnesota FPSP.

Feedback and Evaluation

Trained evaluators provide written, qualitative feedback to all participants and determine the top scenarios in each division. 

For additional information on the Scenario Writing Component, contact

Joanne Bianco:  978-534-0163 or email:  mrb9msb@aol.com 

38 Prospect Terrace

Leominster, MA 01453

$50 per student entry

Registration deadline:  December 19, 2010
Postmark Deadline for scenarios:

January 20, 2011
1

